Freedom for Ecevit Piroğlu

Serbian Government, Stop Extradition!

Communist Ecevit Piroğlu from Turkey has been imprisoned in Serbian prisons for a long time by the Serbian State to be extradited to Turkey. All the peoples of the world before the final extradition hearing to be held in Belgrade on 3 June 2022 we call on people to take action against Serbian government to release Ecevit Piroğlu and to support our campaign to stop the extradition.

For 20 years, thousands of dissidents, academics, journalists, students, revolutionaries and communists have been sentenced to life imprisonment because of their ethnic identity, religious beliefs, political views, and have been subjected to severe torture in police stations and prisons by the Erdogan dictatorship. There is neither an independent judiciary nor the right to a fair trial for dissidents in Turkey. Prisoners in Turkish prisons lose their lives "suspiciously" and are subjected to political assassinations. This has been proven many times in international and local human rights reports. In front of the international community, Erdogan and his family continue these practices in order to protect their dictatorship. The Erdogan government, by making interpol calls for hundreds of political people who had to leave Turkey, ensures that the dissidents are held hostage in other countries and demands their extradition with political blackmail. Also, many political people were abducted from the out of Turkey and tortured for months in unknown places. The Serbian government acts a part on Turkey's operations against opposition of Erdoğan based on their partnership and insistance of Turkey. 

Ecevit Piroğlu is a well-known political figure who has been fighting for democracy, equality, justice and socialism in Turkey since 1992. He has been involved in many political activities such as student movement, the director of the Human Rights Association (İHD), being editorial director of the political journal Genç Devrimci, struggle of the workers and poors. As a Kurdish-Alevi, Piroğlu not only supported the Kurdish people's rightful struggle, but also took part in numerous struggles against the assimilation of different cultures and beliefs. Ecevit Piroğlu has been arrested many times for different reasons due to his political work and has been imprisoned in Turkish prisons.
Piroğlu was one of the pioneers of the Gezi Park Protests in Turkey, and the Socialist Democracy Party (SDP), of which he was the manager at that time, were targeted by the government. As a result of the targeting of Erdoğan himself, the SDP building was raided, and Piroğlu and dozens of his friends were arrested tormantedly.
SDP dissolved itself because of political restriction and arresting of many managers. Parliamentarians and general presidents of HDP which SDP was a part of it were arrested and now tens of thousands of political people are still under arrested. After his short imprisonment, Piroğlu had to leave his country because of heavy imprisonment threats and political prohibitions. Continuing his political work while he was abroad, Piroğlu fought against ISIS, which carried out barbaric attacks against the peoples of the region, with the open support of the Erdogan government. ISIS was defeated as a result of the common struggle of the peoples of the world, thus Erdogan's regional plans collapsed. For this reason, everyone fighting against ISIS has become a special target of the Erdogan government. Ecevit Piroğlu is a communist from Turkey, who was criminalized by Erdogan for his 30 years of political activities and his fight against ISIS, and an international arrest warrant was issued for him. In the event that Piroğlu is extradited to Turkey, the Serbian government will be a partner and responsible for the fascism and torture that the Erdogan dictatorship inflicts on its opponents.

Political struggle represented by Ecevit Piroğlu is the struggle of millions in Turkey. To judge Piroglu at the same time is judging struggle for freedom of the oppressed and workers against the dictatorship, and struggle for socialism. For this reason, the Serbian government's extradition decision will be made against millions of Turkish and Kurdish workers, the peoples all over the world who are in solidarity with us and our struggle for freedom.
With all the world's workers and oppressed, we will call Ecevit Piroğlu freedom until June 3, 2022. We call on the Serbian government to not be connive with the Erdogan dictatorship,  abandon the extradition decision and set Piroğlu free. We call on all democratic public opinion to support our campaign, take action and for solidarity.
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